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While we were attempting N andakna the other member of the party 
visited the Ronti Pass, camping a few hundred feet below the summit, 
and rejoined us. at the base. Thanks to Umrao Singh our relays of 
atta and vegetables from Sutol reached us in the upper valley without 
a hitch. However, we had relied on bharal to supplement our tinned 
meat and never saw a sign of one. There were monal pheasant and 
jungle fowl in plenty in the Upper Nandagini and we should have been 
better off with a shotgun than a rifle. 

IN MEMORIAM 

ARTHUR OLIVER WHEELER 

I860-l945 

THE Grand Old Man of Canadian mountaineering has at last in his 
85th year bid goodbye to his beloved mountains to pass on to the 
summits that lie beyond. In the history of Alpine sport and scientific 
exploration in the Rockies Wheeler will always occupy the place that 
in an earlier generation men like C. E. Mathews and Tyndall occupied., 
both in the literal and in the spiritual sense, in the opening up of the 
Alps. In him long sustained personal achievement and the power 

. of inspiring others, scientific interest and the sheer joy of doing and 
beholding, were blended in a characteristic and irresistibly infectious 
enthusiasm. 

Born in 186o, of a younger branch of an old Irish county family, 
he came out with his parents to Canada in 1876 and took up the pro
fession of land surveying in the Province of Ontario. His work took 
him steadily westwards, first to the~. still largely unexplored country 
north of the Great Lakes, then to the Manitoban prairie where, in 
I 88 5, he played his part, as an officer in the Intelligence. Corps, in 
suppressing the Riel rebellion. A course of special training under Dr. 
Deville, the Dominion Surveyor General, in the development of photo
topographical survey, naturally led him towards regions where that 
type of survey had its greatest value. For a few years (189cr-1893) 
he was in private practice in British Columbia. In 1893 he re
entered Government service.. His work was. at first mainly confined 
to the eastern foothills of the Rockies, with his headquarters ·at Calgary. 
I~ 1900 he surveyed the coal-bearing mountain region round the 
Crowsnest Pass on the American bofder, while in 1903 he was sent to 
the far north to survey a part of the Alaska-Yukon boundary, then a 
subject o! keenly disputed arbitration ... 

Between these two remote extremes lay a vast unexplored mountain 
world which for some twenty-five years he was to be actively engaged 
in placing on the map. During 1901 and 1902 he. was engaged on a 
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photo~topogtaphical survey of the Selkirk Range along the line 'of the 
Canadian-Pacific Railway, the report of which appeared in book form 
in 1905. Between 1902 and 1910 he continued his survey work on 
~he main range of the Rockies and was appointed Topographer to the 
Canadian Department of the Interior. After a short .spell of private 
prac~ice ~~ British Columbia he was appointed Commissioner for 
British· Columbia to survey the boundary with Alberta from the 
American border to its intersection with the 1 2oth meridian of longi
tude, in other words 6oo miles of the watershed of the main chain of 
the Rockies." This work took him until 1925 when . he retired from 
professional, but by no means from active, life at the age of 65 after 
an unrivalled achievement in the field of mountain topography. It 
is only fitting that his son, Brigadier Sir Oliver Wheeler, should have 
followed up (not in) his father's footsteps by becoming Surveyor 
General of India and a noted Himalayan climber and explorer. 

To few men has it been given to find so much of the joy of life in 
their professional work, and it was only natural that Wheeler should, 
soon~r or. later, wish to communicate that joy to his fellow men. In 
:1906, with the enthusiastic support of Mrs. Elizabeth Parker 1 of the 
Winnipeg Free Press, and of the. Rev. C. J. Herdman of Calgary, as 
well as with the practical assistance of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
he -founded the Alpine Club of Canada. Naturally he became the 
first President, exchanging that position for Managing Director from 
19.10 until 1926, when he retired and was elected Honorary President, 
a position he held for the rest of his life. Equally naturally he was 
the . first editor of ·the Canadian Alpine Journal, and for twenty years 
(1907-1927) -set and maintained its high standard among Alpine 
p~oductions. In 1907 he attended the Alpine Club's Jubilee celebra
tion dinner· at Lincoln's Inn, and was subsequently; on Whymper's 
proposal; elected one of our Honorary Members. Incidentally he 
took the opportunity of his visit to Europe to climb the Ulrichshorn on 
New Year's Day, rgo8, his only recorded climb in the Alps. In 1920 
h~ ;organised the Canadian Alpine Club's outstanding exhibit at the 
Congr~ss of Alpinism held at Monaco. 
, ··--It was ' as Director of the Alpine Club of Canada that Wheeler 
organised and led a climbing, surveying and naturalist expedition to 
the-Rainbow mountains, of which. Mt. Robson is the chief. It was his 
inspiration and organising ability which wa·s responsible for the suc
cessful 1925' e~pedition to Mt. Logan (1g,8so ft.) the highest Canadian 

· mountain. But his memory will live longest and most vividly among 
those who have ever partaken of the glorious experience of joining in 
one of the Canadian Alpine Club's summer camps in the mountains, 
over which. he presided as an ever cheery, benevolent but firm parent, 
alike alert to see that his climbing parties started off in good time, eager 
to discuss their doings after"Yards, and at his happiest over stories 
round the blazing camp fire. His energy and good temper never 

. 
1 Mrs. Parker, whose active interest in the Canadian Alpine Club was sus-

tained throughout, died in October 1 944· 
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seemed to fail. The writer will never forget him as a comrade on a 
long expedition at the age of 69, ever the first up in camp and busiest 
with the packing, tireless on the long.est day, and the first busy with 
cutting tent poles, firewood and bedding and with putting up tents on 
arrival in camp. His only complaint was that ~wo ribs cracked falling 
down a crevasse just before prevented actual high level climbing! 

A regular visitor to the mountains even after his retirement to the 
, British Columbia coast, he returned to spend the last year of his life 
at Banff and rests in Banff cemetery among the mountains he loved and 
close to the .original club hut to which he had given so much care and 
thought in earlier years. The current number of the Canadian Alpine 
Journal contains a brief In Memoriam article from his pen to C. W. 
Rowley, who as Honorary Treasurer of the club had helped with the 
original financing of the hu~. His other writings included, besides 
the Selkirk Range already referred to, a guide to The Selkirk Mountains 
written jointly with Mrs. Parker and published in 1912, a number of 
monographs on photo-topogr~phical methods, on the .glaciation and · 
climatology of the Rockies and Selkirks, as well as. his many articles 
in the Canadian Alpine Journal. 

Wheeler was twice married, first to Clara, a daughter of Professor 
John Macoun, Dominion , naturalist and botanist, and secondly to 
Emmeline Savatard, the devoted companion of his later years. ·He 
leaves one son by his first marriage, Brigadier Sir 0. Wheeler, and a 
grandson, John, already a keen and proficient mountaineer, prepared 
to carry on a great tradition. 

VICTOR DE CESSOLE 

1859-1941 

L. 8. AMERY. 

THE CHEVALIER VICTOR SPITALIERI DE CESSOLE, a very distinguished 
climber, especially between I 894 and I 9 I 4, died during the year 
194r at his villa, La Mantega, well known to all mountaineers passing 
through Nice. All such received there a most charming welcome. 
He was aged 82. 

He had commenced climbing somewhat late in life, at the age of 33, 
-but he speedily made up the time lost, while his expeditions in the 
Chambeyron, to the Aiguilles de Pelens and. the Corno Stella, in fact 
to all the summits of the Maritimes, are well known to a11 readers of the 
Annuaire of the C.A.F. and La Montagne. He was elected an Hono
rary Member of the Alpine Club in I918. By the death of Victor de 
Cessole we lose a most notable and great-hearted moun~aineer. 

E. GAILLARD. 
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RENE GODEFROY 

1865-1942 

LIEUT.-COLONEL RENE GonEFROY, elected an Honorary Member of the 
Alpine Club in 1918, died on April 27, 1942. He was one of the very 
few mountaineers with a complete knowledge of all the Savoy Alps. 
A climber of the highest class, he had accomplished all the great 
expeditions and had specialised in a deep study of the · small and un
known massifs, concerning which he had contributed detailed and full 
monographs of the most meticulous nature, models of their kind. He 
was one of those men who consider that it is impossible to know 
sufficiently any district he is interested in. For instance, he accom
plished the ascent of Aiguille Centrale d' Arves on no less than five 
occasions. I was constantly able to appreciate, during our frequent 
travels together in the mountains, the breadth and knowledge of his 
judgment in everything connected with the Alps. 

· Topographical questions were especially his delight. He was but 
a junior Captain when he was posted as Instructor of Geography to 
the Ecole d' Appllcation de l' Artillerie et Genie at Fontainebleau. His 
love of mountains was the reason that led him to concentrate on Alpine 
geography. That masterly work La Nature Alpine is the crown of his 
lifelong studies of the subject. He contributed likewise the excellent 
Geographie de la Savoie.1 

Although he had attained the age of 77 at the time of his death, 
Rene Godefroy continued to visit the Alps every year. Rejoicing in 
remarkable mental activity, he was full of ideas for future articles, 
now, alas, cut short by his death. 

E. GAILLARD. 

WILLIAM HENRY ELLIS 

186o-1945 

THE Alpine Club has always been distinguished by the variety of 
professions and occupations of its members, their many-sided interests, 
often unknown and unsuspected facets. Among these, Sir William 
Ellis would take a prominent and honoured position. Impersonally, 
Who's Who will tell you that he was a Commander of the Crown of 
Italy, a Doctor of Engineering, Sheffield University, and at different 
times a Colonel Engineer of the Royal Staff Corps, R.E., Master 
Cutler of Sheffield, President of the Institute of Civil . Engineers, and . 
of the Iron and Steel Institute, a Trustee of Uppingham School, a 
member of the Sheffield Infirmary Board, besides many unpaid posts 
of trust both nationally and in his native town of Sheffield. 

1 It should be stated that Colonel Godefroy was considered by Coolidge as 
the leading authority in France on the French Alps. EDITOR. 
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These are the bare bones which in eighty-five years were covered by 
the· warm flesh of a vivid, active personality and· a lovingkindness not 
often associated with such a forceful and restless temperament. The 
two. loves of his life, Alpine climbing and organ playing, illustrate· 
perhaps better than anything else the two currents which though 
apparentJy contradictory were yet complementary, making not a dual 
personality but an attr=:tctive whole. · 
, Of Yorkshire parentage, Yorkshire bred, he went from U ppingham 

'I School to the College of Science at Leeds (later University of Leeds) 
and served his technical apprenticeship from 1878 to 1883 with an 

· engineering firm in Leeds. It was ~hile he was with them that he· 
was given his first responsible job : that of erecting some copper 
smelting machinery in Serbia,, by no means an easy undertaking in 
those days. It involved taking the plant some 1000 miles from Galatz 
up the Danube, after which it had to be transported some twenty miles. 
over mountain and forest by bullock carts ; and one can imagine the 
strain on patience and self control that such a journey would entail for 
a youth of that age who, though of a studious type, was very much 
alive and full of vigour. 

On .his return to Yorkshire he entered the employment of John 
Brown & Co., Ltd., of which he ultimately became Managffi,g Director~ 
and from this position he resigned in 1931. His many local interests 
then fully occupied his time right up to the last few days of his life. 

. Though he was a strong Conservative I have never known him to take 
an active interest in politics . 

He became a member of the Alpine Club in 1905, and though he. 
travelled extensively throughout Europe and the Near East, Greece 
and Palestine being favourite haunts of his, as well as in North and 
South America and Australia, he spent most of his summers in the 
Alps and 'had done most of the classica~ climbs. His interest was 

--~~ chiefly centred in the Bernese Oberland, the Engadine apd,. to a certail! 
extent, the Austrian Alps. His guide on most occasions was Josef 

• 

Kuster of Engelberg. · - · ·· 
Of small stature and light build, he always kept very fit, having 

made a habit for a great many years of running round his garden at 
W eetwood Hall every morning before breakfast, after which he would · 
sit down and play the organ in his house for ten minutes or a quarter 
of an hour,. a habit which illustrates that blend of physical energy and 
spiritual tranquillity. Gardening also was a great interest for him, but 
with the rival claims of business, mountaip.eering and organ playing 
it never blossomed fully in his life as it has in his son's distinction as 
a horticulturist. 

-Most week ends he was out on the Derbyshire hills. Two or three 
times in the year he spent some time iri the Lakes, and each year, 
including the last, he climbed Helvellyn.. His climb of the J ungfrau 
on the occasion of his 75th birthday is known to all members of 
the .Club.. On this occasion he was accompanied by Sir Leonard 
Pearce with Fritz and. Hermann Steuri as guides and Adolf Pollinger 
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·and Alexander Lagger with Sir Leonard Pearce's daughter and a friend. 
The view on this occasion was marvellous, and Ellis could look back 
.on this expedition as one of the most succ~ssful of his long Alpine 
.career. 

His years at U ppingham were certainly happy, for he never lost touch 
·with the school of which he became later a Trustee, al).d in 1930 he 
_presented a large organ for the Memorial Hall at the School, and this 
gift has been a great encouragement to the boys to take up organ 
playing. He himself greatly appreciated being invited to play the 
organ in church and in some . of our cathedrals, which for him, as a 
staunch churchman, was 510 act of worship rather than the gratification 
of his own artistic tastes. 

In Great Britain he will long be remembered by his alas, few·
-eontemporaries, by his many companions and friends, by many of the 
generations of his children and grandchildren to whom he was persona 
grata, but longer still his deeds will endear him to Swiss guides and 
their families, for whom the Trust which he established in 1938 will 
·prove such a boon. The ' Sir William Ellis Trust for guides of Swiss 
nationality,' which he endowed with the sum .of £4ooo, has for its 
purpose, as its name implies, the granting of temporary assistance or 

. pensions to guides whom misfortune or ill health prevent from con
tinuing their occupation or to the families of guides who have died on 
active service. His original intention had been to leave this amount 
by will after 'his. death ; but it was a happy thought to create the Trust 
while he was living, and thus he was enabled to watch the working and 
receive the letters of thanks and appreciation fro~ beneficiaries during 
six years. In recognition of his generosity, the S.A.C. elected him to 
Honorary Membership in 1938. 

I found ~im an original thinker and a keen critic. His long associa
tion w_ith industry and with human nature contributed towarQ.s making 

___ _him a most _pleasant -and interesting companion .. 

JOHN CLARKE GAIT 

1870-194.5 
• 

c. T. LEHMANN. 

]OHN CLARKE GAIT, whom I met first in 1900, was a solicitor and for 
many years a partner in a well known City firm. He served his moun
taineering apprenticeship with a solicitor cousin of mine in · 1898 and 
1899, when vi$iting Fionnay and Saas Fee, and from that time the 
climbing germ never left him. In 1900 he and I were included in a 
party of six who were trying their wings at La Grave and La Berarde. 
Except in 1908, when he was laid low with scarlet fever, he continued 
climbing every year until 1913. 

Mter the war years he began again in 1920 and continued until 1934, 
when, on his way to Switzerland for a springtime visit, he slipped and 
fell from a train, injuring his ankle. Although at first the injury did 

-
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not seem serious, it prevented him from walking and he never went 
to the Alps again. When the war began in 1939 he had retired from 
practice and left his flat at Hampstead and settled at Minehead. His 
last letter to me, received about a year ago, enclosed two half sheets 
of note paper closely written, which set out in tabulated form all his 
expeditions over ro,ooo ft., whether peaks or passes. These came to 
the formidable total of ·zo6 and he had marked my initials against 7 5 
of these. My holidays had sometimes to be taken in July, so there 
were years when we did not meet in the mountains. In his prime 
he was a strong and active climber. 

Most of his big peaks were climbed with J. W. F. Forbes. They 
<lid all the V£ertausender in the Oberland and the Valais ; Matterhorn 
twice, the second time by the Zmutt arete, Mont Blanc and several 
of the Chamonix Aiguilles. In 1920 our party was joined by H. J. 
Gait, a cousin, and these two carried out many expeditions together. 
As he grew older he became more of a peak-bagger and less of a· pass 
thumper. On me age had exactly the opposite effect. · Between the 
ages of 35 and 45 we carried our own rope and did a certain amount of 
guideless climbing, but nothing sensational. We were never centrists 
and generally covered a good deal of country. A study of those two 
half sheets of note paper brings back pleasant memories of visits to the 
Dauphine and the Dolomites, to Cogne and Chamonix, the Engadine 
and Italian Alps. Visits to the Austrian .Alps became more frequent 
as our ages mounted ; at times our grey hairs and bald heads created 
amusement and astonishment in the many huts we visited. ' Hier 
kommen alte Bergsteiger,' was a remark we heard more than o~ce when 
we were in our sixties and the other hut visitors mostly in their twenties 
or thirties. For a time all our party were keen photographers, and 
Gait's flat was hung with some fine enlargements which had been 
exhibited at the Club shows. . 

Alpine holidays were not the only ones we spent together. For 
many Whitsuntides we took bicycles to France and went in search of 
'monuments historiques,' especially of cathedrals, and those same half 
sheets contain a list of France's finest ecclesiastical buildings, many of 
them now in ruins or even heaps of rubble: Falaise, Caen, Lisieux, 
St. Lo, Bourges, Nevers, Auxerre, Clermont-Ferrand, Limoges, 
Cahors, Aries, Nimes, Albi, Le Puy and many others. The French 
roads remained uninfested by motors for a far longer period than our 
English highways; and the provincial French, like the Austrian 
peasants, were always kindly, pleasant people. 

During the last six years, confined as we have been to our island 
fortress, Gait like many others was driven to travelling in the 
memories of the past, as our Alpine poet says : 

Who has the hills for friend 
Has a God-speed to end 
His path of lonely life. 

• R. s. MORRISH . 
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PETER R. OLIVER 
19°9-1945 

LIEUT.-COLONEL PETER 0LIVER was killed in action near Meiktila in 
Burma while commanding a battalion of the 13th Frontier Force Rifles .. 
He was ahead of the main divisional column receiving an area for the· 
night when he saw from tracks that some of the leading vehicles had. 
taken a wrong fork in the road, and were heading straight for a force 
of the enemy that was being driven in from a flank. He immediately 
set off in his jeep in an attempt to round up the stray vehicles before 
they were cornered, and himself. ran into the Japs. Together with 
his driver and orderly he left the jeep and engaged the enemy with his 

_ rifle. The sound of his firing warned the vehicles, and by taking a 
diversion they managed to escape. Having accomplished his purpose, 
he decided to retum, but before he could regain the jeep he was shot 
in the neck and body by machine gun fire and instantly killed. He 
was buried the following morning, to quote a letter from his Adjutant, 
' facing some high hills of which he was so fond.' 

Peter Oliver was born in 1909 and was elected to the Club in 1933. 
His qualifications included three seasons' climbing and exploration 
in the Himalaya, and one season without guides in the Alps. His first 
climbs were made with E. H. Marriott in the Kanawar Kailas group, 
Baspa valley ; thenceforward part at least of his leaves was spent in 
the hills. In 1930 he visited the Dhaula Okar range above Dharmsala 
in the Kangra valley and recorded his experiences in Vol. Ill of The 
Himalayan Journal. These ascents, made either alone or with an 
unskilled orderly, involved both rock climbing and snow and ice work. 
·Like the good mountaineer he was quickly becoming, he records howt 
when descending a steep snow slope overlaid with loose hail, he took 
the greatest care to drive his crampons into the firm substratum. 

In 1931 he returned to the same district. He was now more am
bitious, and with his orderly climbed one peak of 19,ooo ft. and three · 
of 18,ooo ft. 

In 1932 while on home leave he visited Switzerland, and with M. G .. 
Bradley and E. F. D. Campbell made a number of guideless ascents,. 
including the Fiinffingerstock (peaks I and 2 ), Sustenhorn, Wichel
plankstock, Winterstock by the E. ridge, and Wilerhorn, and with 
Campbell the Gross Hockenhorn and Balmhorn-Altels traverse. He· 
concluded the season with ascents of the Simmelistock and Kings Peak 
accompanied by G. R. Speaker. 

He had passed his novitiat~, and in 1933 with Campbell attempted 
Dunagiri, 23,184 ft. in the Garhwal Himalaya. Little was then known 
about the mountain, apart from W. W. Graham's vague account 1 of his. 
attempt in 1883, and the route selected was theW. face and S.W. ridge 
from the Tola Nala. Dunagiri was eventually climbed by the ridge,. 
b~t it was reached from the east not the west, and when in 1937 Peter 
and I made an attempt by the fom1er route, being turned back a short 
distance from the summit by bad weather, it was evident that any 

1 A.J. I I. 366, 12. 40. 
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attempt from the west was foredoomed to failure owing to the tre- · 
mendously steep average angle and the d1tnger from falling ice and 
stones. Possibly it was well, therefore, that Campbell's mountain 
sickness prevented a more determined attempt. 

After this, Campbell had to return to E.ngland, leaving Oliver to 
make the second ascent of Trisul, 23,360 ft., accompanied by one 
porter, a climb involving some 4000 ft. of ascent on the last day, after 
a fresh snow fall, a great effort for a party of two. · 

In 1935 he was one of a party of Everest possibles in. the Alps. The 
most gruelling day was a traverse from the Capanna Margherita to the 
Breithorn and Zermatt in soft snow under a broiling sun. Throughout 
this and other expeditions he proyed himself thoroughly sound on all 
types of ground and exceptional in strength, stamina and speed. 
These qualities, allied to his personal qualities and Himalayan ex
perience, especially in the handling of natives, made his inclusion in the 
1936 Everest expedition a cer~ainty. That, and the 1938 expedition, 
which he also accompanied, were tales of boredom and d~sappointment, 
-and Peter was of the nervous, highly strung type that chafes against 
frustration and inaction. With many men frustration resolves itself 
into grievance, but it was never so with him. Whatever others might 
feel, however much one might hate the weather, the food, or even one's 
companions, it was impossible to continue to do so in his company, 
for pettiness, malice, uncharitableness, gloom and negative th~nking 
melted within his orbit like snowflakes in the sun. The Sherpas were 
especially sensitive to these qualities, and to his invariable capacity 
for disentangling right from wrong and justice· from injustice in 
this I have never known him at fault. 

In 1937 he joined me in GarhwaJ for a long leave. I look back upon 
that summer as the happiest I ever spent on the mountains. Sensitive, 
active of mind and body, and at times· impulsive, he had an underlying 
quality of serenity which one only discovered when ~ne knew him 
·well. With him one felt that nothing could go wrong, that defeat 
>On a mountain, even mountaineering itself, came second to his com• 
panionship. For Peter was a natural giver of himself; one who was not 
so-much unselfish as selfless. It was in this atmosphere that the summer 
·passed among the flowers and snows of that glorious mountain land_. 

Two incidents stand out in my mind. One was on the Mana Peak. 
·This was the finest Himalayan ascent either of us had made and com
parable in length, difficulty and variety with the great routes on the 
·south .side of Mont Blanc. Peter did a full share in the leading, in
(:luding much cutting in steep ice accomplished with the neatness and 
·precision of a first rate Alpine guide. The weather was perfect, but 
·unhappily he was not yet fully acclimatised to altitude, and a few 
·hundred feet from the summit he decided not to go on. When, after 
·Completing the ascent, I returned to him I found him angry the one 
:and only occasion I saw him thus. But it was not the anger o( disap
pointment, nor was there one grain of resentment as the result of my 
going on : it was a reaction from the fears he had entertained for my 
safety as he watched me climb the rock ridge. ' You ought not to 
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-have gone on alone,' he kept saying. ' I was never so anxious in my 
life.' I had not thought of this aspect of affairs and it made me feel 
very small and humble. It is my greatest regret that he was not able 
to crown the work he put into this ascent ; it would have been his 
highest peak. 

The other was on Dunagiri. We were struggling down the S.W .. 
ridge in the face of a gale when my feet lost all sensation. I mentioned 
this to Peter and he immediately insisted on a halt by a rock which 
partially protected us from the blast. There he made me remove my 
boots and for the next hour at least massaged my feet with his bare 
hands, thereby undoubtedly saving me from frostbite. Such thought 
and consideration for others were typical of the man. 

Later, on Nilkanta he was at the top of his form and showed himself 
to be as good on really difficult rocks as he was on snow and ice. Not 
once during any ascent was there any symptom of unsteadiness or the 
semblance of a slip, though he used to tear down steep broken ground 
like a chamois. 

For some years he was attached to the South Waziristan Scouts, a 
force of levies recruited to guard the North-West Frontier, in which he 
saw much varied service and participated in a number of skirmishes. 
For many years he suffered from trouble with his Achilles tendons but 
this could not diminish his energy, for he climbed with his mind as 
much as with his body. Spare almost to the point of frailty, he used 
to take his tough hillmen for long cross country route marches carried 
out at five miles an hour over all manner of ground, 'for the good of 
their souls and to teach them that they are not the only people who 
can walk over hills,' as he used to put it. He could outlast them all. 

By temperament and inclination he was an artist, and it is impossible 
not to feel that he missed his real vocation. His sketches of members 
of the 1936 Everest expedition will be found in Everest, the Unfinished 
Adventure. But financial considerations and commitments made it 
impossible for him to fulfil what I know to have been a deep seated 
ambition a personal grief about which he never complained. 

His end was as he himself would have wished helping others. 
F. s. SMYTHE. 

I first met Peter Oliver at Razmak where we were both subalterns. 
He was a great walker and walked from Razmak to the top of Shindar, 
an ascent involving a ten mile walk and about 6ooo ft. climb, in 2 hours 

, 40 minutes. The following year he and I together did some climbing 
round the Kanawar Kailas in Upper Bashahr. This was, I believe, 
his first experience of serious climbing and we had a delightful leave 
there. To my great regret that was the only climbing we did together, 
as leave periods never again coincided. He was a delightful companion, 
most enthusiastic and energetic. Although we only climbed together 
once we have met on many other occasions as his family and mine 
subsequently met. 

EnwARD MARRIOTT. 
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